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PROPERTY
PROCEDURE –   Energy Efficiency
The Board of Trustees should be putting good practices in place in the school to ensure a minimum adverse impact on the environment. Activities impacting on the environment need to be identified and managed to reduce their impact. 
Some areas where good practices need to be monitored are:

· Applying agrichemicals
· Managing rubbish
· Rubbish disposal and recycling
· Composting
· Protecting water quality  – stormwater and sewage waste water
· Using electricity wisely 

GUIDELINES

Agrichemicals
The schools responsibility is to: 

· Ensure the person applying agrichemicals follows requirements, and always reads the labels and follows the instructions.
· Store material in appropriate containers that are clearly labelled, make sure they are sturdy, not corroded and not liable to leak.
· Store containers in the locked  principals shed.
· Where two or more liquids are stored, each should be stored in a separate bunded
 area to allow for the collection and reuse of uncontaminated, spilled liquid.
Managing Rubbish

There are four main ways that solid waste is managed at our school:  

· disposal and recycling solid wastes off-site 
·  having rubbish picked up kerbside by commercial collectors 
· recyclable material taken to community recycling station
· composting organic wastes - food scraps and green waste – worm farm and feeding scraps to the chickens.
Our School’s responsibility is to endeavour to reduce wastes by: 
· Looking for ways to reduce waste first, then re-using and recycling next. Re-use and recycle high-volume wastes (eg, garden wastes, paper, and building and demolition wastes). 
· Upgrading waste disposal facilities – ie, separating waste types, using recycling bins and worm farm and feeding pig.  
· Educating children and staff on disposal options and the concept of “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”.  

Protecting Water Quality

Our school’s responsibility is to protect water quality by:
· Never tipping oil, paint or chemicals down the stormwater drain, but taking them to Regional Council days specific for their disposal. 

· Always washing paint brushes in an inside sink or a gully trap. 
· Pouring all school liquid wastes, such as the water used to wash the floors, down a sink, toilet or gully trap. 

Electricity
The school has a responsibility to manage the electricity usage, especially during the winter months. Staff should be encouraged to discuss and identify ways to save power. Everyone has a role to play and ideas to offer.
The School  needs to:

· Ensure that they are not using unnecessary electricity
·  Conserve power where possible.

By conducting an energy audit within the school potential areas for savings may be highlighted such as:
· Switching off
· Lighting in classrooms and offices at lunchtimes and at the end of school
· Electrical appliances such as computers at the end of the day 
· Lighting and appliances in staff room when not in use 
· Lighting in unused classrooms 
· Office equipment after school
·  Appliances such as TVs and microwaves at the wall
·  Electric heaters when not needed 
· Easing back by avoiding over-ventilating classrooms when heaters are on.
· By using energy saving light bulbs were possible
�    A “bund” is a structure or device that can contain all of a potential chemical spill.





